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                                                   Principal’s Message 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respect to all 

the elders past, present and future for they hold the memories, the traditions, the 

culture and hopes of Indigenous Australia”.  

Welcome 

Hi everyone, my name is Jamie Sharp and I am the new Acting Principal of Kilberry 

Valley. I would like to wish Dale Mills all the best in his new substantive Principal role at 

Hampton Park Primary School. Dale’s positive impact at KVPS was evident among the 

students, staff and the community. I am sure you will join me in wishing him all the best 

at his new school. 

Starting last Wednesday, I have had the pleasure of meeting the majority of the students and staff 

here at Kilberry. I have been truly appreciative of the way staff and students have engaged in 

conversations with warm welcomes being the theme. It was pleasure meeting many classrooms and 

answering the questions the students came up with. I loved the, ‘How old are you?’ question.  

What a time to be at KVPS too. We have our Year 3s at camp in the Latrobe Valley and graduation 

for our Year 6s on Thursday evening.  

Class structures and school times in 2023 

Prior to my arrival KVPS staff and school council discussed and approved changes to class structures 

in 2023. The details of the reasons and decisions are outlined in the next section the newsletter. 

Please take the time to read through the information. 

Year 3 Camp 

All the best to our campers. It’s great for our kids (and our staff for that matter) to be able to enjoy 

camps again. Hopefully the weather conditions are good and the kids get to experience new 

challenges and forge friendships. 

Graduation 

It’s an exciting time for our Year 6 students with Graduation happening at River Gum PS next 

Thursday 1st December. I have noticed some of the preparation going on in readiness for the event. I 

look forward to attending and presenting to the students in front of their families and along with staff. 

 

Kind regards, 

Jamie Sharp 

Acting Principal 



Multi-age Groupings in 2023 
 

In 2023 at Kilberry Valley Primary School, we will be running multi-age classes in years 3, 4, 5 and 

6. This will mean students in these levels will be grouped in either a year 3/4 class or a year 5/6 

class.  Prep, 1 and 2 classes will remain as single year level classes.  We believe this structure is 

best due to the variation in enrolment numbers from year to year and the needs of the students in 

our school.  

 
The term ‘multi age’ in its simplest form refers to a class comprised of children of different ages 

intentionally grouped for learning. Multi age classes are very common in schools, within our local 

network of primary schools and more broadly for several reasons. I recognise that this class 

structure is not totally new to the Kilberry Valley community as you have had multi age classes in 

previous years. 

 
At Kilberry Valley Primary School we can see that this structure will provide more options for placing 

children and teachers while enabling more even class sizes and distribution of individual needs 

across classes.  This school structure will also allow our teachers to work in larger Professional 

Learning Communities (PLCs), enabling for great collaboration, sharing and ongoing development 

of their teaching practices. These larger teams will also see a greater range of teachers planning for 

each group of students, bringing their own strengths and experience to these conversations. 

 

As we look to this change it is important to note that all classes, whether a single year level or multi 

age class group, have children with diverse learning needs and abilities. When planning for student 

learning, teachers take into consideration the strengths, prior knowledge and needs of every 

student. They use this as a starting point to design the learning and work from where each child is 

currently at.  In any class, there will be teaching and learning that occurs as a whole class, in small 

groups and at an individual level. 

 

Research tells us that high quality teaching and learning is the key to a successful learning 

environment in any classroom, not the structure or makeup of the class. 

 
I have included some frequently asked questions and answers, regarding multi age classes below. 

 

Does having two year levels of students impact more or less able students? 

In every year level, children have diverse needs, skills and abilities. When placing children into class 

groups we aim to represent the full range of student abilities from a given year level, whether in a 

single year level class or a multi age class. 

 

What are the benefits of a multi age class? 

Children in a multi age class can mix socially and academically with a wider range of students. 

Children are able to work at their own rate within a community of learners and are able to learn 

from, and with, each other. Younger students have the opportunity to learn alongside older peers, 

and older students can show leadership and demonstrate high level understandings and complex 

thinking skills to model and explain their learning at designated times. 

 
“Research shows it makes no difference to performance whether students are in a straight year 
group or in a multi-age class – it’s the teacher who makes the  

https://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/starting-school/how-do-you-go-about-picking-your-childs-primary-school/news-story/ebc752b11e9152c71ddda75be02519f4


difference.” - Multi-age or composite classes: 2008 to 2014, NSW Department of Education 

and Communities, January 

 

This multi age structure will provide us with more flexibility and options to ensure more even class 

sizes and a balance of student social and academic needs within and across year levels. 

 

How do teachers cater for a range of abilities and year levels? 

Teachers are trained in differentiating the curriculum to meet the varying abilities of their students. 

We have a very clear understanding of the curriculum requirements and expectations for each year 

level which is set out in two year bands in some subjects, recognising multi aged arrangements.  

Effective assessments of student learning ensure we know students’ needs, strengths and future 

learning points. As in any classroom the teacher, as facilitator, uses a variety of teaching strategies 

to focus on the individual needs of the learner. Here are some strategies that we use at Kilberry 

Valley Primary School: 

 

Planning open-ended tasks that cater for a range of different abilities and allow learning to be 

demonstrated in different ways 

Planning tasks that allow for different entry points and provide opportunities for extension and 

problem solving 

Providing targeted small group and individual instruction based on learning needs and specific 

teaching points 

Setting individual goals, challenges and projects which encourage children to demonstrate 

independence and responsibility in their learning 

At times students will separate into year level groups for instruction; this may include linking with 

another multi age class or working in smaller groups within the classroom. 

 

Year 6 is a special year. Will my child miss out on special opportunities because of this 

structure? 

The multi age structure will not change our ability to make year 6 a special year for students. Being 

in the multi age structure will provide new opportunities for year 6 students to demonstrate 

leadership and being a role model. This can include mentoring year 5 students in their roles. 

Activities such as camps, interschool sports and graduation will still continue and be a special 

feature of finishing primary school. 

 

 

Working with our staff, I hope you can understand our reasoning behind a multi-aged approach in 

2023, enabling your child increased opportunities for learning and socialisation, raised self-esteem, 

and learning that recognises their individuality.  

 

 

An excellent link for more information can be found at: 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/starting-school/the-parents-guide-to-composite-classes/

newsstory/31a65e6c0fb57afc8cd242dddb2e88d1 

https://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/starting-school/the-parents-guide-to-composite-classes/newsstory/31a65e6c0fb57afc8cd242dddb2e88d1
https://www.kidspot.com.au/school/primary/starting-school/the-parents-guide-to-composite-classes/newsstory/31a65e6c0fb57afc8cd242dddb2e88d1


Kilberry Sports Report 
 

 

Round 7 - Berwick Lodge v K.V.P.S - 18/11/22 
Last week was our 2nd last game of summer sports, 

Some of our teams had a win against Brentwood park primary school. 
  

We had so much fun with Brentwood and made many friends  
while playing sports!  

 
Round 4 - Berwick Chase v K.V.P.S - Make up round  - 25/11/22 

Today was our last game for summer school sports, it was perfect weather for  
our final round and some of our teams had a win.  

 
 

Basketball girls : KVPS  defeated BCPS   

Basketball boys : BCPS defeated KVPS 

Cricket girls : KVPS drew BCPS  

Cricket boys : KVPS  defeated BCPS   

Volleyball girls: KVPS  defeated BCPS    

Volleyball boys:  BCPS defeated KVPS 

Rounders : KVPS  defeated BCPS    

Soft ball: BCPS defeated KVPS 

 

A special mention to Ashwin and Damien who filled in for our rounders team!  
We all had a great time playing summer inter school sports!  

Some of us mad many friends too! Well done to all teams playing! 
 

 

—————————————————————————— 
 
 

All our teams did and amazing job this year and they all showed  
great sportsmanship. 

 
Thanks to the grade 5s for playing and also to our teachers Mrs Patterson,  

Mrs J, Mrs Carabott, Mr Baker, Mrs McEachern and Mrs Overdyk 
 



 

TERM 4 

Thursday 1st December Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 8th December Grade 6 Gumbuya World Excursion 

Monday 12th December Whole School Transition Day 9.15—10.30am 

Tuesday 13th December State-wide Transition Day 9.15—10.30am 

Wednesday 14th December Celebration Day 

Tuesday 20th December Curriculum Day - No students  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 20th December  
is a Curriculum Day—No students 

 

Monday 19th December 
The last day of term 4 for all students                                    

 

 

 

Meet your new teachers for 2023!!! 

 

KVPS Transition Day  

meet your KVPS teacher for 2023 

Monday 12 December  9.15am - 10.30am 

 

Statewide Transition Day 

Tuesday 13th December  9.15 - 10.30am 



December 

Surkhab 

Kai 

Nikola 

Tyson 

Avigail 

Sankalp 

Ayesha 

Ranuki 

Diyon 

Kevin 

Gasal 

Arsalan 

Lexie 

Vivian 

John 

Lennox 

Matilda 

Azlan Abbas 

Asal 

Blossom 

Abyaan 

Zari 

Jamyl 

Jyotsana 

Kody 

Lilyarna 

Zainab 

Owen 

4A 

0D 

5C 

4C 

2A 

3B 

5A 

5C 

5C 

6A 

2C 

4B 

6C 

4C 

1A 

3B 

6C 

1B 

0C 

5A 

5B 

5B 

2A 

3B 

2A 

2B 

3A 

3B 





 
 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships Program 

 

In 2016 Respectful Relationships (RR) education became a core component of the        

Victorian curriculum. The program was born after the Royal Commission into the tragic 

death of Luke Batty in 2014. It was a recommendation from the Royal Commission that all 

schools teach Respectful Relationships Education (RRE) through a Whole School             

Approach, to support students to recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for 

others and establish and build a framework for positive relationships.  

 

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials have 

been developed to support schools to deliver the curriculum and are mandated to be 

taught in all Victorian government schools by 2021.  

 

At Kilberry Valley Primary School all students participate in weekly RR sessions in their   

classroom.  We all want our children to have an education that gives them the best start 

to a happy, healthy and prosperous life. This approach leads to positive change in         

students’ academic outcomes, their wellbeing, classroom behaviour, and relationships 

between teachers and students. We know that changes in attitudes and behaviour can 

be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and gender equality are lived across the 

school community. Together, we can lead the way in creating genuine and lasting 

change so every child has the opportunity to achieve their full potential. 

 

The classroom program focuses on 8 key areas over the year  

Term 1: 

Emotional Literacy:  This helps students develop the ability to be aware of, understand 

and use vocabulary about the emotional states of themselves and other with              

competence. 

Personal Strengths: Students develop a vocabulary to help them recognise and              

understand various strengths and positive qualities in themselves and others. They identify 

the strengths they admire in others and those they need to draw on to engage with the 

challenges and opportunities that life presents. 

Term 2: 

Positive Coping: Students develop language around coping, critically reflect on their  

coping strategies and extend their repertoire of positive coping strategies. 

Problem-solving: Students learn a range of problem-solving techniques that can be                    

applied when confronting personal, social and ethical dilemmas. They engage in applied 

learning tasks in which they apply their problem-solving skills to be realistic. 



 

 

 

 

Term 3: 

Stress management: This teaches students to learn a range of problem-solving skills 

through applied learning tasks, so that they are able to cope with challenges as they 

arise. 

Help-seeking: Help seeking is a coping strategy that involves seeking technical,               

instrumental, social or emotional support from other people. 

 

Term 4: 

Gender and identity: These are age-appropriate learning activities that assist students to 

understand and critique the influence of gender norms on attitudes and behaviours (see 

clip linked below for an example of a discussion prompt). https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=KLIG52i1mko&feature=youtu.be 

Positive gender relationships: This teaches students to build positive relationships between 

and within genders, and the importance of accepting difference and diversity. 

Respectful Relationships takes a whole-school approach, recognising that schools are a 

place of learning, a workplace and a key part of local communities. It embeds a culture 

of respect and equality across our entire school community, from our classrooms to       

staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. 

 

If you would like any further information about the Respectful Relationships Program at   

Kilberry Valley, please contact Sally Newport. 

 

Further information about Respectful Relationships is also available on the Department of Education and Training website: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLIG52i1mko&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KLIG52i1mko&feature=youtu.be
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships























